fos 


“Approved For Release 2000/09/01 : CIA-RDP83-00423R001201080002-7 


C 51460 
25X1A_ 
RETURN TO CIA 


Dll susie HVARARY 
Approved For Release 2000/09/01 : CIASRDP83-80423R001201080002-7 
6 PCO al, 


* * 
3 


“Approved For Release 2000/09/01 : CIA-RDP83-00423R001201080002-7 


The observer of international effeirs who traces the course of 
the grest East-West conflict which emerged in the aftercath of the 
second ‘or!d War sooner or later finds hirself face to face with the 
problem of its underlying causes. This is a probler: of much grea~ 
ter difficulty end complexity than that which arises in explaining 
the majority of internstional conflicts. The existence of a sulti- 
tude of sovereicn states each pursuing its own national self~inter- 
est in a highly inter-~depencdent world inesea ably gives rise to fric- 
tion snd conflicts between eteates of varying degrees of sericusnesa. 
However, the sources of these conflicts usually lie close to the sur- 
face of events and are not hard to discern. They are generated by 
objective collisions of national interests and tend to subside when 
end if the particular situations which cause them are satisfactorily 
resolved. The postwar conflict between Russia and the *@eatern demo- 
cracies has been a conflict of «5 different order. Another way of 
Putting this would be to say that while most international conflicts 
arise out of local issues, the issue here is not one that can be lo- 
caliged. Like external syeptoms of an organic disease, the many 
different conflicts which have troken out on the surfece of Kast- 
west relations since the end of the war, rangine fror the deadlocis 
in negotiation anc the cleavages {n the United Nations to the grim 
trials of atrength in claces like Berlin snd xorea, have been phe~ 


horena of a secondary chsaricter stemine from and reflecting a basic 


conflict down dees in the sources of events, ‘This underlying basic 


conflict and its causes will forr. the theme of the pages that follow. 
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Yhere is a general cbservation which rust first be made in or- 
der to place the yvroblem fn 4ts proper perspective. The basic con- 
flict has been essentially one-sided both in its oricin and in its 
driving force. Surveying the sequence of eve:.ta begincing in 19); 
and 1915, we see the Soviet government acting fror the outset as 
though there were an Kast-‘Vest conflict in prospect or in progress, 
while <estern diplomacy kept overatins for some tire on the premise 
thet this wes not, or at any rate need not be, the case. The at- 
texpta of the -estern powers to restore independence to liberated 
states and enlist Soviet cooperation in adrinistering occupied ter- 
ritories ran up against growing difficulties. At every key point 
of Bast-"est contatte-in the nego‘iations betveen heads of state and 
foreign ministers, in the relations between Soviet end «estern re- 
presentatives in the capitals of -astern Surepean countries, in the 
dealings between the occupation euthoritlies in Germany, Austria and 
Korea--vestern representatives encountered rultiplying signs of So- 
viet agcressiveness and intransigence. Only geaduslly anc reluctant- 
ly did the leederg of vestern policy come to the conclusion that the 
aremlin's volicics were forcing ucon the derocracies a new strucgis 
of deadly earnestness and consequence. Defensive counteremoves Bem 
pum were called for and these eopesred in various forms, such «as 
the progrer of aid for Greece and Turkey and, at a later cate, rear~ 
mament snc the Atlantic oact. In Moscow these counter-moves were 
presented to the Sussian public as evidence of the Kest'ts sggressive 
intentions toward * peaceful '!.9.%.%. ond as justification for the 


ascrifices which were decanded of the fussian people in order to 
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build up the Soviet war machine. However, the fsct remains that all 
through the seriod of conflict the Soviet noature has bee: offensive 
and the Western posture defensive. rhe source of the basic conilict 
Ley in the Esst end the conflict was joined by the “estern cowers be~- 
cause they had no alternative; it was im-osed ucon them. HNenee we 
must look to Soviet wvolicy for an sxplenstion of the origin of the 
eold war. 

The besic conflict grew out of the agereasive policies follow- 
ad by the Soviet government efter the war but £{t would not be entire. 
ly accurate to say that thease were its root cause. To get at that | 
we heve to robe inte the state of mind of the men who wers respon- 
aible for the daciaion to follew these voliciaes. The prime mover 
ef the conflict is the mentality of which postwar Soviet foreign po- 
Licy hea been a projection. se do not know at the present time just 
how great che influence of Stalin's individual personality waa in 
the sheping of postwar Soviet colicies, althoucth there 1s reason to 
believe thet his was a dorinant role. Let us, at any rate, desig- 
neste the rentelity underlying the baaic conflict as “Stalinist,” 
leaving aside the question of the extent to vhich it represcnts an 
individual or s coliseetive phenomenon. 

The "Stalinist mentality” is one which a pears to heve very 
eatrong affinities with e common variety of neurotic condition known 
to psychology as the “segressive type.” This condition hes been a~ 
naligsed in detail in the works of the Late Dr. Keren Horney and at 
this point we shsll digress triefiy to deacribe gome of its cherac- 


teristics. It stersa, like all neuroses, fror a "basie anxiety,” 
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which Dr. Horney defines as « feeling of baing Lsolated in s world 
conceived sa potentially hostile. The aggressive tyoe responds in 
the spirit of a strugcle. He seeks safety through being tough and 
strong ard through gaining power and control over others so that they 
will no lonzer have the cepactty to hurt him. This involves him, aa 
to speak, in a private *cold war” against people sround him, most of 
whor, will not readily subrit to the total domination which is the 
only kind of relationship with others affording him a sense of se~ 
curity and satisfaction. In keeping with these trenda, he develo:s 
® philosophy of life which looks uron the world as the srene of a 
ruthless strugcle of all sgainst 211. This reinforces his tendency 


to value atren th above all elae as the moat important equinment for 


siccesaful living. In tois struggle of all against all, teking the 


cpyrcrffensive annears to him to be the best defense: |"To hit back ore~ | CPYRGH 
preferably--to hit firat appears to hin. flogiceally!} ae an indispen- 


sable wearon ageinst She crooked and hostile world around his. tt | CPYRGHT 
is nothing but intelligent, legitirate self-interest i"sa The atti- 
CPYRGELhe of persona of this tvpe toward other -eoccle is permeated with 

a fundare: tal anivosity which runs the entire carut from covert ¢is- 

trust to violent outbursts of vindictive raga. The neurotic not 

only harbors tnis permanent animosity toward othera but, whet is 


W 
equally important, assumes that others habor the identicsl feeling 


toward him: |"He is convinced that everybody at bottom is malevolent 


CPYRGHT 
* Keren Horney, “Nerirosie ary! Furar Srowth. Vortan. Yew York, 1950, 
De * 


a Fbid., >. 206. 
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end crooked, that it 1a only wisdom to regard everyone with distruat 
he has been proved soncst. But aven such proof will readily CPYRGHT 


mek room for suspicion at the slightest provocationl"e It is ime 


portant to note thrt all this tends to set in motion a process of 
impairment of the neurotie's personal relations which grows worge 
and worse in a vicious circle. In other tords, whether or not others 
actuslly do regard him with the hostility which he imputes to ther, 
his own hostility and the sggreasive behavior springing from it will 
event .ally tend to turn ther ageinat him in self-defense. This, how- 
ever, merely reintforces him in his conviction that they were hostile 
toward hir sll alon-, and he respons with still greater hostility 
and still more eggressive behavior, which tenda to arouse an even 
stronger reaction cgsinet hir, and so on. If we transpose this Dre 
cess from the aphere of personal relations to the snhere of political 
relations, we will heve « tim fairly faithful representation of the 
inner dynsmics of the postwar conflict between Ruesia and the ~est 
wo until the time of Stalin's death. 

. Returning now to the "Stalinist mentality," let us observe se- 
veral significant ways in which it parallels or reflects a neurotic 
eondition of the type whic? we have deseribed here in hishly sim 
“Lified tercs. As regards the neurotic!s "basic anxiety” deriving 
fron. the feeling of being isolated in a hostile world, it is not hard 
to see & parallel to this in the Stalinist picture of Russie as an 
isolated fortress of socialia: beschged on all sides by an argry host 
of capitalist states bent on closing in upon it and destroying it at 
the first convenient opvortuni'y; here we have the familiar doctrine 


of the “sepitslist encirclement." Although on the surface this is 


: Ibid., Pe 199. 
Approved For Release 2000/09/01 : CIA-RDP83-00423R001201080002-7 


CPYRG 


y 


Approved For Release 2000/0961 : CIA-RDP83-00423R001201080002-7 


an ideclogzics] construction rather than « psycholocical attitude, 
the trerendous tenseity with which it has been clung to in the face 
of events ean’ facts «hich go to invalidate it pointa to the need for 
@ psycholozical interpretation, On the one hand, we find tit the 
entire war-time experience of Russian alltance with two mighty *oa= 
pitelist” states, the Inited States and Grest Britain, fatled to an- 
seat the belief in a hostile capitclist encirclerent, which re- -rer- 
aed in So-let writings as soon aa the war wss over. On the other 
hand, we find t-is save belie” bein’ raintatned years later in the 
face of an entirely new set of facts which clearly called for sone 
rodification of it. In Aug:st, 1951 the theoretical organ of the 


Soviet Com unist Party, Bolshevik, revorted that readers were sure 


g@eeating in letters to the editor that £t waa no longer justified to 
apeak of a "copitelist encirclement” in view of the fact that the 


BeteSehe was now bordered largely “y countries with Com unist re- 


gimes., Such a views, rerlied this authoritetive voice of Stelinism, CPYRGHT 


was entirely nistcken: "Kertain comrades havc erroneously construed 


the esteolishrert of a people's-derocratic ssster in a nurber of coun 


tries tordering on the 3.5.S.sHe a8 liquidating the capitelist en- 


cPYRG 


CPYRGHT 


ecirclerent. Evidently, these comrades have looked upon the carttelisy CPYRGI 


encirclenent as a purely geographical conception, which is, 
entirely wrong."#/ In January, 1953 this game journal, now published 
under & new neve, made the still more striking ataterent that CPYRGHT 


long a8 gcapitalisa: reseins in the principsl] capitelist countries, it] CPYRGHT 


| Os wrong to encak of the liquidation of the capitelist encircie4CPYRGH- 


[Rent. Piss ALL this points to the conclusion thet the concert of a 


CPYRGHT 


cy Bolshevik, EOe 14, 2951, De 61. 


“% Kormunist, Nose 2, 1953, c. 19e 
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capitalist encirelement fulfills certain powerful paychological 
needs rooted deep in the Stalinist mentality. 

Secondly, the neuroticts conception of the world as the arena 
of a atrucdle of all against all te the foundation of Stelint an: ag 
a philosorhical creed. The Stalinist mind views strugcle and war- 
fare as the reat fundarental end cervasive attribute not only of 
human existesce but of the untverse iteelf, which it sees as onera- 
ting according to the dislect:ical law of the "atrugzle of opposites," 
History is agen as revolving around the strugzle of classes. The 
Soviet tnion is pictured ag locked in rertal corbat with the forces 
of capitelien in consequence of its hiatoric mission as the "first 
Shock-brigade” in the modern-day class atrugrzle between the prole- 
tariat and the bourgeoisie, The notion of atrugzle as the essence 
of life lixewlse pervades the Stalinist image of the world beyond 
the Soviet borders as a tissue of “contradictions” pitting not only 
class against cless and group sgeinet erour in esch individual coun- 
try but also colonies against metrovolitan countries and each metro« 
politan countr; against all others. And even inside the supposedly 
monolithic Soviet society, the Stelinist mind sees development aa 
proceedin: through "non-antegonistic contradictions” which neverthe- 
less necessitate a never-ending “strugzle of the new ageinst the 
eld." the Sites 


obsession with the notion of werfare ard atrig~ 
gie is the source of Stalinism's furftous rejection of every mantfes- 
tation of “reforniar,” a philosophy which im-lies thet improvement 


in humen affaires can on occasion core about by peaceful means, 


Thirdly, the profound hostility «hich permeates the neurotic's 
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attitude toward persons sround hin anc especially toawerd actusi or 
potentiel pivels in the cor -etitive Strugcle has a countersart tn 
the underlying unfriendlineas or animosity toward foreign govern~ 
ments which ia auch a fs:iliar feature of the Stelinist nentality. 
This is a primary sources of the deviocusness and secretlvonoss which 
the Soviet covaernment customarily displays in its dealings with fore 
eign governreants end thetr representatives. For ressons of policy, 
expressions of ani-osity have to he ket in check in certain areas 
of foreign relations, such as Soviet Felations with other Com oimniat 
States. However, as the expericnce of Tito and other foreign Comeau. 
nist leaders haa shown, the anirosity itself and the suspicion and 
distrust which {t breeds ere always lurking in the beeckzround of 
these relations even if no aign of it anvears upon the Surface. Xo 
such restraint is operative in Soviet relations with feapitalist®@ 
states except during reriods of tex: norary alliance dictated by tac- 
tical imperatives, auch as the period of the Seviet-Germ-n pact and 
the period of the war-tire coslition vith the “estern democracies, 
in this ephere free rein cen be and is given to the underlying oni- 
mosity, with the result that hostility baildée un te an explosive in- 
tensity eaecainst the foreign governzent or governments which happen 
at any given tire to be in the forefront of orposition to Seviet po- 
Livy, ag the United States B0verncent has been in recent years. One 
important gorollary of this basic avinosity is the need to believe 
that foreign governments ere actuated by an equally deep or even 
deeper anirosity toward the Soviet Union. It is therefore an unshek- 
able articis of the Stslinist faith thet the capitelist world ie 
Plotting the destruction of the Soviet ayster, that the motives of 


bourgeois governments in their dealings with Foscow are sinister and 
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hostile and that any friendly gestures they may make are hypocriti- 
cal. This makea Se Sepewative for the Soviet government and people 
never to relax their "revolutionary vigilance,“ which connotes er at- 
titude of always re:aining suspiciously on the lookout for machina- 
tions by potential enemies who ars assused to exist in every quar~ 
ter, including the U.5.5.h. itself. 

one final neurotic trait which has ites counterpart in the Sta-~ 
linist mentality is the worship of matericl strength end the oro found 
fear of being or seemine weak in any respect (one recalls in this 
context the farous question attributed to Stalin: “How many divi- 
_‘Sions has the ‘ore’ "). In internel policy this attitude manifests 
itgaeif in a willingness to subordinete every other corsideration, 
inclucing the morale of the Soviet people, to the one overriding 
goal of amsasing economic and military atren:th. The obsession with 
Strength also shews up in the vast amount of public attention be- 
atowed uyon the Soviet srined forces, and in the slorifiestion of the 
power ard mirht of the Soviet state thich becare such a prominent 
the .@ of Soviet propaganda writings during the postwar years. It is 
interesting to observe in this ecmneaction how Soviet provaganda found 
itself in sorething of & quendary in ite "peace carpatien” of recent 
years. Al hough the “peace” propaganda was anything but oeaceful in 
tone, the Soviet authorities were apoarently sfrsid tat the outside 
world misht suspect elexerts of Soviet weakness behind it. It there- 
fore becsxe the rule for Soviet creas articles ebout the camnalen to 
wind up with en emphatic vernineg that the Soviet Union's desire for 
pesce was net to be conatried st 9 sien of weekness or fear of war, 
The anxious erphosis ucon this point is a good Lllustration of Sta- 


Liniants need alwa.a to be «rd ALpear atrons. To the Stelintat men~ 
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telity the only formula for security is overwhelming materlLal 
stren sth, , 

Certsin broad lines of policy flow logically from the paycho- 
logical attitudes and the image of the «orld discussed ebove. 
domestic affairs an all-out effort to builé up e@ pesitian of impreg=- 
nable econonic-military strensvth Ls obviously indicated. in foreign 
policy the need to cove with an internationel environment recarded 
as inplecadly hostile dictates an agztressively competitive course of 
conduct calculated to weaven and divide Soviet Fussta's adverssries 
and a@irultansously to exrand the orbit of Soviet power and influence 
whenever an oprortunity to do go presents itself. The locicsl lonz- 
range gonl of this foreicn nolicy is vorld hegenony, meanine by thie 
@ global preponderance of sower fn terns of territory, pomulation, 
resources and cilitary potential. Nothing lesa than this would seer: 
to the Stalinist mentality to vrovide “ussia with effective insurance 
ageinst cote tiel atter-cts of the hostile environment to erush and 
cestroy it. in other words, eatablishing predorin-nt control over 
the internationol environr.ent is seen aa the only -essible means of 
eoming to terms with it. Three rain Stratecies recorreni! thenselves 
in tris ceaseless drive to better nusstats relative sosition in the 
con-etitive strugcle. Firstly, Yussia should encourage and suproert 
pre=Soviet noVenents and other op -esitional tendencies in foreigz 
states acd thefr de endencies s0 as to weaken these states eas much 
a8 possible and keep the: off balance, Secondly, it should endeavor 
to exploit anc aceentuste the discordsa between opronent-states so as 
to obstruct the: from joining forces against it, And thirdly, it 
shou1¢ geek whenever possible to incorsorate neighboring countries 


or territories within the Soviet orbit so es to bring sm greater and 
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greater srea of the hostile inter:.ations’l environnent under cortroel, 
“e gay call these threes lines of section the stretegica of herassrent, 
Givision an’ exnaneion. For each 0” the stretezies the Comrunist 
ideology provides en elaborste doctrine] rationalization, The atra- 
tegy of herassrent is Pationslized as "support for the foreizn ore- 
letsrict and its class Ores lzeations in the struggle to realize their 
lezitivete derands, and for the netionsl-liberation struggle of the 
oppPresse” Deo-les in the eolenial rear of irperialier.” The stra- 
tegy of division is rationslized in terrs ef “contradictions rending 
the camp of fovertalist :owers." Ané the strategy of expansion finds 
ideologica’ fJusttfleation in the =poposition that the Soviet Union, 
es the tase and horelond of a world-wide oroletarian revolution, must 
Give its sup-ort to other peoples in their "pevolationary struzele 
for lfheration from firverLelist bonfazge.*® mm Viewed throurh the bi- 
noculers of -Varxlat-Leninist doctrine, te exoending nreriphery of 
Soviet power a:peara as the outward growth of the world revolution. 
With reference to the strategy of expension, the question arises 
&8 to the methods which appear to the Stalinist nentslity as fensible 
for the purpose of extending Soviet control over néichborinc coun- — 
tries an’ territories. “he tnternatione? environment, es or haw 
seid, is reeerfad as irolacably hoatile. Hovever, it ts slso regar=- 
dec es terribly powerful and dengerous. Therefore the constant quest. 
for o portuniti:s of Soviat expansion is corbined with a certain ele- 
mentary traetical ecsution in the Arenlin lest any reckless ogc ressive 
act on its mart m bflize -'1 the Potentilities of the capitalist en« 
civelerert for destructive action anc bring down cetaatro- hic conse- 
quences upon the Soevist tnion. 4n open act of Soviet arred Seeres- 


Sion, rezerdless of how Successful in attaining its imyediate objece 
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tive, would upset the atrategy of division and bring ehout the elways 
feare’ prosnect of a showdown with a solic phatanx of capttelisat 
rowers renved against Sussie. This tends to ircese a liritetion 
uson the reens which the Soviet govermrent ts villine te employ to 
effecticte the atratery of exoansion. “%taliniarts recernition of 
this liritstion is reflected in its formula of “senceful coexts- 
tence" of the two onposing syaters. To the Steltrist mentality 
"-esesf 1 coexistence” doea not rear th-t the tro vorlds can live 
tcgether in amity, but merely thet tote! wer should be excluded 88 @ 
means of resolvins the conflict between then, all leeser menns being 
lemitimete. In fact, "seaceful coexistence” is the Staltirist euphe-~ 
mise: for the state of no-wsr-no-neace which the West hes coined the 
phrase "cold war" to describe, 

Althouch these considerstions rilitate eaninst a sudden "ad- 
venturist” move of @ military neture which would pisk all the for- 
tunes enc gains of the Soviet recire on one whirl of the wheel of 
chance, they do not rule ot varfous roves of a rore limited charace 
ter in the pursult of the stratec~ of exnanston. One kind of rove of 
this descristion which epreais poverfully to the Strlinist mind is 
the war -y proxy in which the Soviet Trion adopts the ~oge of a neu- 
tral pover while Commmist-led forces subservient to it battle for 
control of new territory. ‘The clasaic exemple of such an operation 
ia, of couree, the war in “ore. Secondly, eppertunities for Soviet 
expansion cresent therselvea whenever there ie any internationally 
acceptable excuse for the Soviet Union to move its armed forces into 


neighhorin= countries, «3s there was in the final phase of the defeat 
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of Germany in 19h. In situations of this kind the strategy of ex- 
pansion dictates the use or every Dossible means of perpetuating Sev- 
let control over the occupied ter:itoriea, the nost con:on means 
bein: the orgsnization of Comiunist-doninated punpet regimes through 
which control can bs exeretsed indirectly ever. if the Soviet occupe~ 
tion forces are eventuslly withdrawn. So long as Soviet policy 
operates within the outer limits of caution referred to above, the 
poss bilities of ex-:angion are Sroadly limited to these two types 

of action. There are, however, exceptional situetions tn which tech- 
nicues of interne1 subversion can acconoligh the vurcese without an 
outright military occupation { Czechoslovakia) or in which native 
Cormunist movements sucecead in canturing control of countries by 
largely indenencent militery ection (Yusoslevia and China}. As the 
Tito affair has shown, cases of the latter type pose for the Soviet 
regime the new and diLaturbine probier: of consolidating and ver:e- 
tueting its control over the victortous native Communist movement. 
Technijies of infiltration are used to buttress the ties of iteclo- 
gical allegiance ts the Soviet Union. 

Surveying the postwar course of Soviet policy in the light of 
this interpretation of its movin: a pings, we can understand to be- 
4in with that the opportunitles for expansion igpslicit in the soviet 
occuration of kastern and Esst-Centrel Eurove were irresistibly at- 
tractive to the ®talinist mentality, eassecially in conjunction with 
the immediste postwer weakness of the rezgires in “esters Turope and 
the srecivitate withérawel of ‘merican @érmec nicht. As Stalin ine 
Blled by his goeech of Februcry 9, 19LG6, in which he cherted an in- 
terns] pelies of concertrstion on building up Kuasiats military-eco- 


nowie potential, it was understeos in Kreplin ecireles thet Soviet 
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expansion was incompatible with continued good relations with the 
western democracies. However, the Staliniat mind could see no ser- 
ticular “isadvartage in a break with the \est becnuss, a8 we have 
suggested, it sseured th-t in any event the resl attitude of the 
V-eetern covers toward Russia was ot bottor crooked, malevolent and 
self-seekin«. Since no aneunt of SFoviet "good behavior™ could sil- 
ter this basic fact, the only logical course for the Seviet govern- 
mer to take wad, in this view, to seize the initiative and cornsoli- 
cate ite position tn the duel for cower which would mm inexorably 
emerge becouse it wes in the nsture of things that it should. The 
develonine crisis of Eaat-«sst relations found fresh feesal voints 
in the ccuntrles subjected to a divided occupation (Verrany, Austris 
and Korea}. The Stalinist cower reflex operated here as in tcoun- 
tries wholly occupied by Soviet forces, with the result that tempo- 
rary bounderies of military occucstion zones hsrcened into cusai-per- 
mane t lines of vertition. Far fron conter>letine an eventisl with- 
drawal of lteviet power fror these edvence outcosts, Stelinisat thin- 
king wes dorinated by the idee of enmloving ther--especially kest 
Germany and North Korea--aga wecges Cor the incor orstion of the re« 
mainine perts of the nertitioned countries in its power systen. Ag 
the initi«1 roves tn this pattern of Sevtet expansion worked them- 
selves out, the inevitabie signs of ceatern hostile reaction (Chur- 
chill's Fulton sc-eech, for exammlia! were ssized uson in “oseow e@ 
evidence that the Nestern ettitude toward Tugsie hed been hostile 
from the very beginning, enc Soviet preragsnda unloosed its campaign 
of witrilolie racriminction against the estern cowsrs thich in so 
many ways set the tone of the postwar veriod. Hestility end tension 


mounted in the pattern of @ vicious circle mentioned abovee 
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During the criticel yeors of 19:6 and 1947 there appears to 
have taker place in the “rerlin & momentous reeassessrent of the en< 
tire internation] situation tn the light of -ostwar developmenta. 
Heflectine: on the westword advance of Soviet power into the heart of 
kuvope, the temporary disappearance of Gerrany anc Japan fron the 
ranks of the powers, the instability of the poster governments in 
continental -@stern Turove, the unforeseen Soriousness of the econo- 
mic disorganivation of the Euro-ean economy as ea reault of the war 
and of the detachrent of fast Eurovean rescureas fron: it, the wide- 
append Terrert end unrest in Asin leadinz to the disintegretion of 
European colonisl eroires and the Wetkenine, in perticular, of the 
Sritiah cesition in world affairs, the Stalinist lesdershin reached 
the: tonclusion thet the tire for a decision tn the long-range Kuasian 
bid for a global rrenonderance of power was @lready at hen’, contrary 
to the orevicus agsurmtion thet it would come st sone indefinite 
point In the future. The fact that Such & Te-assessrent did occur 
Was most cleerly demonstrated by the theoretical attack launched in 
Yay, 1947 against the dean of Kremlin economists, Fugene Varga, whe 
had oredicted, on the basis of en unusially erpirical-minded inves- 
tigetion carried out during and irmeciately efter the wer, thet the 
capitalist syste: contained the preregiisites for et least a decade 
of "relative atebilization” efter the second worlc war. Varcats 
rather complacent pictore of the #low steady march of a socielist 
econoric revol:tion which would in due time crevail throuchout post 
of the world was thrust naide, and in its place apneared the Stelin. 
{st apocalyptic vision of a life-anc«d¢eath strucrle between two one 
posing world canoe ceritered respectively in Seviet Hussia and the 
United Staten of tmertes. The capitelist carn--gravely weakened by 


the war, shot through with comestic strife in every individual coun- 
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try, beset by inscsluble econoric problems san? wallowing in fnter- 
capitelist contredictions--was objectively incapable of culling it- 
self together an¢é bringing about a new reriod of "reletive capitalist 
atabllization™ comparable to tht echieved in the nineteeri twenties 
after the first world tar. As @ result of the second vorld var the 
aceles of world power had come into even balenee and now they were 
tiocinz in favour of the Soviet blec. This appreiseal called for a 
maximur effort to weirht the seales decisively in the direction they 
were tloping. it dictated a policy not of conservative restraint in 
foreicn affalre corbined with consolidrtion of vositions silready won, 
but of brirgin: relentless sggressive pressure to bear u-on the in- 
terrational environment in order to effect © further and radical in 
yroverent of the Soviet sosition at the expense of the rival camp. 
The main lines of this new Stalinist a-praiss!] were visible tn “hda- 
noyts address at the founding meeting of the Comintorn in Septerter, 
1947 and in Molotov's amiversary speech of Noverber 6, 1917, uvhich 
closec with the resounding cry: "We live in an ege when all roads 
leed to communisrt* 

Sut of this re-acsessment of the internstional pesition emerged 
a whole serissa of offensive roves in Soviet forelgn policy which 
were aired eliher st enisorgineg the sohere of Soviet control or ha- 
rassines Husgsiats on onents. ‘thie inaucuretec a seconc and increa~ 
aincly bitter period of tie basic conflict, which Lested from 19h7 
until Stelirts deeth in March, 1953. furing the early cart of this 
new period the princinal focus of Sovlet pressure Lay in Europe. 
Jutateandins sanong ite manifestations wears the civil wer in Sreece, 
the creation cf the Corinforr, the desperate drive to block the suc- 


cees of the "uropean secovery rrogram, the seizure of “rechoslovekia 
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and the whole sequence of Soviet policy moves in Germany culmina~ 
ting in the blockade of Berlin. In the face of ever stiffening 
astern resistence, as shown in the ‘tlentic pact, Trearnarent, the 
eirlift anc the new stability which the ‘mericarn aid programs helped 
to create in ureece, Tum rey ond Yeatemn kuroge--a resistance which 
wee powerfully abetted by Tito's revolt egsinst Jtealinist methods 
of econtrolline the Soviet aatellites=-the Furovean phase of the 
Soviet offensive finally slowed down to «a virtual hel. Thore was, 
however, mo corresponding diminution of the inmpulae behind it. ‘ean- 
while, the formurist victor: in China offered a convenient opror~ 
tunity to shift the main focus of expansionist pressure into est 
Asia, where the situation in mony lands fevoured the use of the war 
by prozy es the princinal method of Soviet expsnsion. The Asien 
chese of the grond offensive cess to + bleedy but incenclusive cli- 
mex in the Soviet war br rroxy in Kores. 

Stalinisr's guprere effort undertaken fror, 1947 onward to ope~- 
vent a new "relotive cecitelist stabilization” and decisively alter 
the world belance of tower by sll means short of * general war was @ 
failure at virtuelly every key point with the notable excection of 
Chins, where the Communist success was 2 triumoh for fusaia but hardly 
e direct vroduct of Rusaian policy. ‘The effort dic, however, gene- 
rate an enormous amount of internetionsl tension and set in motion 
certein processes which adversely effected the Soviet position. 
hese were the endeavors of countries o:tside the orbit of Soviet 
control but inaide the for Lerger orbit of Sovist axbition and animo- 
sity to set their affeire to order, strenzthen therselves and band 


tecether in defensive conlitions like the Atlantic and Helkxan pacts 
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ard schemes for econoric integrstion like the turcpean coal-steei 
commainity. This meant thet ever in the ebsence of « ge-ersl war 

the Cifferent besic elements of the “talinist stretegy hed come ine 
to mtiel conflict. ‘More specifically, the ruthless >ursutt of the 
stratezies of herassment and ox-ansion hed firelly goaded the frea 
world Into a vosture of anity snd strenrth which msde it must lees 
vulnerable than nreviously to the atrategy of division, Neverthee~ 
lees, so long as Stelin Lived no eLepoa'tion was wanifested in Moscow 
to acknowledes this fact or to revise Soviet nolictes fn the Licht 

of if, on the eontrare, Stalin reintsived st bbornly in atm kconomte 
rroblems of Socinlig in the U.S.5.8. that the contrecictions be- 
tween the leeadine canitelist stntes not only continued to exist but 
were “in nmacties" even sore potent then the contradictions between 
the two world cercs. “hat were the implications of this renarcable 
steterent? In the present writerts view, “tslin was covertly arguing 
here ezainst snonyrovs “oviet advocates of # solicy of greeter re- 
streint which noxrl? alloy internetion=1 tension to s ibsice and might 
induce the frees world to shandon its aangerous new unity. He was 
eaying in effect that this urit = was merely suverficicl and could not 
lone withstind the divisive tercenries inherent in the caciteliat 
Syster--the unvoiced inference beine thet it vee unnecessary to re- 
ifeve the voressure end reduce the tension in order to disunite 
nussists adversaries. “talin wae thus blintinc te fact that dife 
ferent ele ents of the “t-Lintiat atretecy had core into mutunl con- 
flict ant was insistin- that the “oviet foverrrent should Dersevere 
in the volicies which it had beer following sinees 17. Although 
this interpretstion is Sveculstive, there fs 2 certain amount of ine 


direct evidence to aupvort it, particulerly in the Soviet ideclozical 
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writings of the pertod irmeilately folloving the nineteanth Party 
Congpass.¢ Stelints +grressixve “shock-bricade"™ s-eech at the clo- 
sinc session of the nineteenth Consress gnve ro inklinc, certainly, 
of en intertion to decrease vorld tension, nor Md the whole serfles 
of ~ost-Convress events ir Moscow, Lineludin= the oreperetion for a 
new rurge tries) based on the trurped un "doctorst plot." Although 
the Soviet severmrent extarked uscon no Scectaculnar new act of ex- 
pansion during this veriod, neither was there any essine of cres- 
Sure or release of international tension until after Stalin dtad, 
it is particularly noteworthy in this connection thet the third 
anniversary of the sienine of the Sino-Soviet treaty of allfance was 
marked by the nublication in cravds of an article by Mao Tse-tung 
in which he vromised that the war in ores would be weared on for 
years if necessary until the Winning of "commlete vietory "a 

The death of Stalin came at a tire of crisis of the postwar Ste- 
linist foreter poliey. The actions tren fro: 191.7 on hod fatied to 
achieve «= radicel alterstion of the worl? balance of nower in favour 
of the Soviet bloc but dif, or the other hand, produco * situetion 
in which further efforta to rerli-e this beld decien were freucht 
with great danger to the continuec maintenance of formel neece be- 
tween the Soviet thion ard the Vastern coalition. There wore indie 
cations thet the crisis was apparent to sors rore realistic mines in 
Moscow and thet they had sdvocated--without 8 ceess--the ides of 
calling st least = ternorary helt to the merch of Soviet exronsion 
sO as te allow the war danger to s-baide and eneoure7e the Vestern 
# See nerticularly the article by N, Chesnokov tn Formunist, 1953, 

Foe 2, on Stelintsa aneeach at the nineteenth Concress. 


oe Pravda, Feb. 1h, 1953. See alzo the leading article in the issue 
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coalition to drift spart. Sone of the foreign policy moves taken 
in Moscow since Yarch of 1953 lend therselves to interpretation on 
the hypothesis that this "reallstic” assessment orevailed areng the 
new rulers of Russie onre Stalin was out of the way. The reversal 
of Stalinist nolicy in Kores implicit in the speedy conclusion ef an 
armistice ‘on TN ter.s efter Stalin dled would fit in with such an in- 
tavupatad tans as woul: s nurber of other steca taken to reduce ten 
Sion. Gn thin hynothesis, the present verted woald conatitute a 
Tull in the bestc ecorflict, 8 res-ite ullowed bv the now Sovlet lea~- 
@ershio whils it ecncentrates unon interne) effalrps anc upon the 
consolidation of internation: 1 positions alreacy won.  hatever ite 
Curation, it would re resent no more then om ehéencse of tectics, lea- 
vine the long-reance coal of Soviet Soraltr policy unchanced enc the 
Btiretetics for ite nchieverent uninoatired. 

“hile ‘here is no firm evicerce to supvort e rore hopeful inj 
termretation of Husstan foreien policy after ctelin, the possibility 
thet tine will brine a dearer chense, 8 chance not merely of perce 
hut of direction, ahould net be doereticeally rulec oat. The ansly- 
sis vresented here surgests that tre driving forees behind the basle 
conflict batweer Soviet Russia and the estern democracies Nave been 
gubfective in origin, Stelinisy's costior offereive agsinst the 
fres world wos not simriy an effort to srorote ts nationrl or in- 
sericl interests of Wussia 38 % grect pover, althouch elerents of 
nationsl self-irtereat were orominest in fit. “er, on the other hand, 
was it 2 messionie quest to actuclize am ifeologic3l frage of the 
world, slthough ddecloriesl constructions hyve inde ubtedly tleyed ea 
part in the cetersinction end especially in the formulation of soviet 


policy. it revresente, in a deoper sense, the tra: slation inte 


Approved For Release 2000/09/01 : CIA-RDP83-00423R001201080002-7 


a 


XN ‘ » 


“Approved For Release 2000/09/01 : CIA-RDP83-00423R001201080002-7 


foraign policy of the animosities, arbitions and obsessions cherac~ 
teristic ef e neurotic versonelity. This focuses attention upon the 
perscnrlities of the zen in vower In “usaia both before and after 
~talin's death, and snhences the pote: tiel imsortence of shifts in 
the lecus of >-ower within the Sovtet hierarchy. 1t seems highly 
probeble that stelin, who whelded -utcerstic peer in Hussia for 
upwarda of two decades, furnished the principal itrapiration for the 
neurotic thenerenon which wa have ealled the Stalinist mentality, 
although the meterieis uron which he bullt were provided by hlatory. 
The mentality een survive the man and Live on in the volicies of 

bia successors, whose habits of political thought, after sll, were 
formed and molded very largely under Stalin's personel I: fluence. 
Nevertheless, the oagsing of Staelin may havea ovened up sossibilities 
which did not exist shile he lived “or s ch:nze in the mind of 
Stalini arm. 

Such a change would mean In esaence that the Judgments, deli- 
berations an? estos of the mes in power in tussfa woild no longer 
be dominsted by a petholavical paycholoy. The evolution away fror 
this psycholog: would be manifeastec, firstly, in a drastic cecline 
of the intense ane pervasive hostility which appears to be the dee~ 
gest mark of the apirit of Stslintiam;: secondly, in © fundamentsl re- 
laxation of th. aggressive preasure *2- inet the internetional snvi- 
romp.ent which stera 2a a stretegic necess ty tror this hoatility; 
and thirdly, in + loosenin: of the co-pulsive rigidity of Stelinist 
thinkin and behavior, which altirately derives fro: the Se8be gource. 
The relexction of egereasivea creasure would not then be a mere teae- 


tical raneeuvre., It woeule olenify the abanconpent of the convietion 
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that the only way to come to terms with the internetions] environ- 
ment is to secure contral over {t, the aban’oment, in othor vorda, 
of the drive ‘to corinate the vcoric. The basic conflict which the 
Grive for wort’ domination has ce srate® would consequentiy ted te 
subetde. Sueh gn evolution vould not be merked br any drevatic 

Se aaaenaa of ide Lovtical heresy, although the resultent loosen- 
oe of Stalinist rigidity -ould very probably: lead te ch-nges in 

the icoclegical s here «s well ag in others (as the exarple of 
neat-StaLlinist Yugoslavie shows). _ kor would it crocuce any sudden 
fegire om the cart of the Soviet leaders ic to witheéraw from foreign 
affatrs irta a nosition of nationsl iseletion. Gn the contrary, 

tre coneent of kusslats interests as a rresat power with menifold 
soaettions to cefend ard eclairs to essert in foreicn affaira would 
core te the fore for the first tire ee the driving force behird 
Soviet Toreten policy. in view of the cresent creocraphicsl spread 
of Hussier power anc Influence, this mecna thet very many thorny 
eave would rvarnin to be resolvee. However, with the s beidinr of 
the uncerlying beste ecorflict which has imperted to all these ilsesues 
a profoundly melignent character, they would no lorger be impervious 


to the devices of ranson and the resources of diplomacy. 
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